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Friday, 31 January 2020 
 
Ms Sally Stevenson 
Illawarra Women’s Health Centre 
2-14 Belfast Ave 
WARILLA NSW 2528 
Via email: sallys@womenshealthcentre.com.au 
 
Dear Ms Stevenson AM, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to contact me regarding the proposed Trauma Recovery 
Centre. 
 
I understand that you have made representations to the Minister for the Prevention of 
Domestic Violence and the Minister for Health, as the proposal relates to their 
portfolios. 
 
Domestic and family violence has a serious and harmful effect on victims, families and 
communities in the Illawarra Shoalhaven region and places significant pressure on 
local service systems. Violence and abuse often occurs over several years and the 
effects of untreated trauma can be persistent and debilitating.  
 
I note that you have established strong working partnerships and support in the 
community for the proposed Trauma Recovery Centre. I understand that it would be 
the first of its kind in Australia and provide a comprehensive and coordinated local 
response for women escaping domestic and family violence, with a focus on long-term 
recovery.  
 
I enclose a letter of support for your use as you choose. 
 
Once again, thank you for taking the time to contact me and if ever I can be of 
assistance in relation to this or any other matter, I would be delighted to help in any 
way I can. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
GARETH WARD MP 
Member for Kiama  
 

 
Encl.  Letter of Support – Trauma Recovery Centre  
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Friday, 31 January 2020 
 
To whom it may concern 
 
 

LETTER OF SUPPORT 
ILLAWARRA WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTRE 

TRAUMA RECOVERY CENTRE 
 
 
I write in support of Illawarra Women’s Health Centre’s proposal to commence 
research into establishing a community-led Illawarra Domestic and Family Violence 
(DFV) Trauma Recovery Centre.  This is the first critical step to ensure that the 
development and implementation of the initiative is informed by high quality evidence. 
 
The Trauma Recovery Centre is an innovate response to the critical public health issue 
of our time – domestic and family violence.  The physical and mental health impact of 
a violent relationship can last years, decades, a lifetime.  It has a devastating effect on 
women and children individually but is also of significant cost to the community in 
general.   
 
Domestic and family violence has a serious and harmful effect on victims, families and 
communities in the Illawarra Shoalhaven region and places significant pressure on 
local service systems. Violence and abuse often occurs over several years and the 
effects of untreated trauma can be persistent and debilitating.  
 
I therefore strongly support the Illawarra Women’s Health Centre’s request for funding 
to enable this project to get underway.   
 
Thank you for your assistance in relation to this matter.  
 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
 
GARETH WARD MP  
Member for Kiama 
 

 


