
 
24 February 2020 

The Hon. Brad Hazzard 
Minister for Health and Medical Research 
GPO Box 5341 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

 

Dear Minister, 

LETTER OF SUPPORT 
ILLAWARRA WOMEN’S HEALTH CENTRE 

TRAUMA RECOVERY CENTRE 

 

I am writing to you regarding the funding proposal for a Trauma Recovery Centre in the Illawarra 
region. I strongly support the proposal to establish a Domestic and Family Violence Trauma Recovery 
Centre.  

Domestic and family violence is a major public health issue. Approximately one in six women in 
Australia have experienced physical and/or sexual violence by a current or previous partner. The 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare reports that domestic violence is the greatest health risk 
factor for women aged 25 to 44.  

The impact of violence is substantial and long-lasting. Experiences of family and domestic violence 
are linked to poor mental and physical health outcomes, which can persist long after the violence 
has ceased. Moreover, women affected by family and domestic violence often face financial 
difficulties, which can lead to poverty and homelessness.  

Currently, there are no dedicated services which address the ongoing needs of women affected by 
family and domestic violence in Australia. The proposed Trauma Recovery Centre will fill this gap by 
providing trauma-informed support for women’s long-term health and wellbeing, while 
simultaneously addressing the financial and legal impacts of violence. Importantly, the integrated 
service design will prevent further burden on women affected by violence, who are often required to 
recount their stories to multiple organisations.  

In receipt of the proposed funding, the Trauma Recovery Centre will be informed by high quality 
evidence, through the support and collaboration of leading public health researchers. This is 
essential for developing an effective model of care to facilitate women’s recovery from violence.  

The Illawarra Trauma Recovery Centre will serve as a model for other locations, to be rolled out 
state- and Australia-wide as a comprehensive response to this public health issue. I strongly believe 
that funding the proposal to establish the centre is a crucial step in addressing the issue of family 
and domestic violence in our nation. 

Please contact me if you would like to discuss my support for the initiative further. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Professor Deborah Loxton 
University of Newcastle 


